Important: Major and Minor Prophet’s bounce between things that refer to the Messiah’s 1% & 2nd
comings; things that lead up to the Gospels, and all the way to the end times of Revelation.

Babylonian age prophets: Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Obadiah, Nahum, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah.
Persian age prophets: Joel, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi.

Obadiah

Purpose: to show that God judges those who’ve harmed his people
Obadiah = “servant (worshiper) of the Lord”

Date written: 1. 855-840 B.C. possibly during Jehoram’s reign in Judah
2. 627-586 B.C. possibly during Jeremiah’s ministry
Timeline: After the north/south division of Israel, but before the Babylon captivity

Audience: - Edomites, Jews in Judah
-Edomites were the decendants of Esau (Gen. 25:19-27:45), Jacob’s (Israel’s) brother
-Lived south of the Dead Sea in the mountain fortresses (i.e. Petra) -false security in their
cliff/mountain/canyon dwellings, self sufficient, trusted in themselves.
Only God can give true security
-Brave, rugged, and proud warriors
-Refused to let Israel pass though on the way to the promised land
-Whenever Israel got attacked, they joined in, supported, looted, betrayed... gloated over their
problems
-They should have rushed to their aid, being blood relatives
-They urged Babylon to destroy Israel — Ps 137:7
-Therefore God prophesies through Obadiah that Edom will be completely destroyed
-Judas Maccabeus destroyed them in 164 B.C. — they disappeared completely by the 1% Century A.D.

Key Verse: Oba 1:15 "The day is near when I, the Lord, will judge the godless nations! As you
have done to Israel, so it will be done to you. All your evil deeds will fall back on your own heads.

THEMES:
1. Justice - Judgment is coming — not from vengeance, but heart of justice — eye for eye
2. Reasons — pride, arrogance toward God, and persecution of God’s people

James 4:17 — don’t withhold help from someone in need

Conclusion:

1. Evil will be punished

2. The faithful have hope in God’s promised future
3. God is sovereign over human history

4. The Kingdom of God will be established

All quotes and scriptures from:
1. New Living Translation, Life Application Study Bible and commentary
2. New International Version — Celebrate Recovery Bible and commentary



Daniel

Purpose: to record thefaithful Jewsin exile, those who occupied and served theLord, and to show
tha God istheoneultimately in control of historical events Bnature, naions and peoples.

Lessons: Resist compromise & find your security in God@® sovereignty; DisciplineBwe are His
children, He disciplinesthose He loves.

While Ezekiel was preaching to the captives, Daniel served in thegovenment for about70yrs
from Nebudhadnezzar to Darius (ruled unde Cyrus, or was another name for Cyrus).

Part I BDanielslife (Ch 1-6) Narrative
1. Nebudchadnezzar (self centered Bego maniac king) defeats Jerusalem, takes captives B
Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. They were determined to serve God® law when drafted,
and God gave them wisdomand health. Because of ther stand, other officials respected them highly!
Lesson Dsometimes we need to take a stand for our convictions despite consequences, better
to obey God than to obey men who require you to disobey - adjust to your culture, as long as you
don’t compromise God’s law

2. Nebel dream - Statue of different metals - Daniels interprets D4 kingdons to rise and fall,
with the Kingdomof Godrulingintheend. Dan 2:21; Dan 2:27-28

Lesson - Nebe praised Daniel® God, but did not give up idols and worship him and hunmble
himself. Jug like many churchgoestoday. They profess Christian, but dor® give up their sinful life.
They pund ther time clock at church and expect God to blessthem. But thar heart isfar fromHim.

3. Golden idol DShad, Mesh, Abed - furnace, DQvhether or not God rescues us, we will only
serve God OThefourth man Bpossibly an angd, or Christ himself

4. NebeB pride liveslike acow in the field, then restored, this time with humility though.

5. Writing on the wall - Belshazzar knowingly defiles the sacred cupsof the Temple.
Dan interprets: ‘God’s numbered your days, you have not measured up, your kingdom will be
divided!’ That night, Belshazzar was killed, Daruis took throne (539BC) Dan 5:23

6. Daniel in the Lion’s Den — Daniel prays 3x aday. Evenin pagan culture, God’s people can
obey God and outperform the godless...Danidl isflawlessin hisjob Bgovanment!! Do wetreat our
jobsthesame? Dariusrespon®: Dan 6:26 -27

Part I DDaniel & visons(Ch 7-12) Apocalyptic visions
They Qeveal tha the Messiah will betheruler of aspiritua kingdomthat will overpower and
ovashadow al other earthly kingdomns. These visionshdp us see tha we should interpret al of
history in light of God®@eternd KingdomOPNLT commentary

-Undestand tha these visionstake place during the narative part of Ch 1-6.
-Many of thevisionstie into the bookof Revelation. Law language, theantichrist,

homs = authority/king/ruleE (see also Rev 17,2 Thess 2:3-4).
-Prophesies aboutAlexande the Great

THEMES:
1. Christ and 2" coming, the Kingdom of God’s fulfillment - Dan 7:13-14,
Compae Dan 9:25-27 & Matt 24:15
2. Pride DGod was adways hunbling theproud of thenaions Dan 9:18-20 We deserved this
destruction, (Deut 28) so we need more than Y our hdp, we need Y our mercy.



Ezekiel

Who/Where: Priest in exile; 22 years as a prophet/street preacher to Jews in captivity in Babylon
When: taken to Babylon 597 B.C., starts ministry 593 B.C. — 571 B.C.
Other Key Figures: Jeremiah prophet in Judah — 627 B.C.; Daniel exiled before Ezekiel in 605 B.C.

Purpose: prophesy God’s judgment to Judah and surrounding nations that punished her; and foretell
the coming salvation of the remnant

Messages of Doom n Gloom - Ch: 1-24
Apocalyptic Visions: of the cheribum, wheel within a wheel, visions of God calling him to preach to
rebellious Israel. How? Through dramatic object lessons: “watchman for Israel”; Lay on his side for
390 days; shave head and beard; show no sorrow when his wife died

Key: Ezekiel chose to obey, even when it looked foolish

Both Jeremiah and Ezekiel are telling the Jews that Jerusalem will be destroyed. Why? God’s
judgment for idolatry. But they wouldn’t believe it. Ezekiel tells them the judgment is certain because
of their sins and God is purifying His people. God will always judge sin, whether or not we believe it.

Ezek 22:6-9 Ezek 22:26 sacred vs. common
“When doing God’s work is no more important than any mundane task, we are no longer giving God
the reverence He deserves” — NLT commentary

Ezek 22:29-31 justice ignored

Messages against Foreign Nations- Ch: 25-32

Surrounding nations had defamed and profaned the name of the Lord, ‘God is too weak to defend His
people...”; God-mockers, God will judge you too!! You will face the same fate as Israel- and they
did, and then “they will know that I Am the Lord.” — common phrase

Messages of Hope and Restoration — Ch: 33-48

The fall of Jerusalem happens, then Ezekiel prophesies restoration and hope for the remnant. The
people had disobeyed for years, the temple and city were defiled, and God is holy — he had to cleanse
the nation of guilt. So Isreal sat empty for 70 yrs — captivity. (they say that it made up for all of the
years of jubilee that had not been observed in Israel.) God is faithful, and the remnant will be restored.

Prophesy concerning the Messiah’s 1% & 2™ coming

Ezek 34:23 And I will set one shepherd over them, even my servant David. He will feed them and be
a shepherd to them.

Ezek 36:24-27

Ezek 37 - Valley of Dry Bones — Spiritual Deadness — God promises to breath life into us, He can
bring revival. Will we be like Ezekiel and trust God’s promise to breathe life into us and those around
us? Will we pray for God’s Spirit to fall on us and our communities?



THEMES:

God’s Holiness: God is present in Babylon, not just in Jerusalem guys!!! (Saudi’s belief — Bah-rein)
Sin cannot be in His presence. Therefore if we do not repent and get cleansed, then we will bear the
judgment of God promised in the Torah (Deut. 28 — curse). We’ll be purged from the land, God wil/
cleanse it.

Sin: They sinned, judgment came. Sin is rebellion against God. Ezekiel told them God was using this
as a way to turn them back to Him. Israel as a nation and each individual was responsible for this.
Each person is accountable to God, as well as the nation.

Restoration: God will restore His people. He will put a new heart and spirit in them, one that will
follow Him, and a new Kingdom, and a new King (messiah), and a new Temple.

The certainty of future restoration helps us through current trials, but we must serve god because we
love Him, not just for what He can do for us (essentially just using Him, when really we need to be
used by God) Is our faith in Him, or in what benefits we can get out of Him?

Leaders: Ezekiel exposed the bad shepherds of Israel for what they were. He himself became a
model shepherd leader, warning the sheep of Israel like a watchman. (see also Zechariah) He also
points to the perfect shepherd, the Messiah.

Worship: Ezekiel saw visions of the glory of God, the throne room (see also Revelation), and the
glory depart from the Temple because of Israel’s sin. But the angel also showed him visions of the
future Temple and how God’s glory and presence would return! God will restore true worship and true
worshipers. “Through worship, we learn about God’s holiness, and the changes we must make in how
we live.” — NLT commentary

All quotes and scriptures from:
1. New Living Translation, Life Application Study Bible and commentary
2. New International Version — Celebrate Recovery Bible and commentary



Zechariah

Timeline: Part I - Ch 1-8  520-518 B.C. — messages while rebuilding the temple
Part I1 — Ch 9-14 480 B.C. - messages after rebuilding the temple (completed in 516 B.C.)
Ministered at same time as Haggai
Similar message: encourage the Jews to finish the temple, avoid sin, hypocrisy, superficiality.
But also, tremendous and detailed prophesies about the Messiah and the end times (apocalyptic)

Key verse 9:9-10

Zec 9:9 Rejoice greatly, O people of Zion! Shout in triumph, O people of Jerusalem! Look, your king
is coming to you. He is righteous and victorious, yet he is humble, riding on a donkey-even on a
donkey's colt.

Stories/Themes & One liners:

Zech 1 - Judgment- the four nations (instruments of discipline, but they took it too far) that
oppressed Israel will be punished after they have carried out God’s will

Zech 2 - The Kingdom of God’s fufillment - “I will live among you”

Zech 3 - Jeshua - the burning stick snatched from the fire, Satan’s accusation
-and as the symbol of Christ — he is priest and king

Zech 4 -Zerubbabel “not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit” says the lord
Grace, Grace to it!” — promise to Zerubbabel that God will make him successful in the
rebuilding - “Do not despise these small beginnings,”

Zech 5 -The removal of sin — when Christ dies
Zech 6 -Chose God’s mercy or judgment

Zech 7 — The people ask if they should still fast and mourn for the destruction of the old temple

The Lord replies, ‘was it for Me, or to please yourselves?’

Is your religious behavior, going to church, serving the community... to please your own
conscience, or what you can get out of them, or to be entertained, ... or is it to really please the Lord?
He desires justice and mercy, not just fasting... again, the follow through on God’s command

Zech 8 - Justice — Jerusalem will be a symbol and source of blessing
Zech 9-11 Messiah is coming, 1** & 2™ comings prophesied
- “30 pieces of silver” &  “they will look on Me whom they have pierced”
Zech 12 - Promise of a spirit of grace and prayer poured out (Holy Spirit — Pentecost)
Zech 13 — On that day there will be a fountain to cleanse the dynasty of David from their sins.

Zech 14 — destruction again of Jerusalem. But... future — God himself will defend her. He will help
them escape , “Then the Lord my God will come, and all his holy ones with him.”
2" coming! Description of God’s final return and rule over the earth

Compare w/Revelation, Daniel, Ezekiel
Lesson: Your king is coming! Trust in our sovereign God, put your hope and security in Him, even

though it might take a while, going through persecution, hard times... His Messianic Kingdom will
come, His will will be done.



Haggai

Timeline: 520 B.C. He was the first prophet among those who returned to rebuild the temple
Zachariah was also a prophet at this time. Other key figures at this time: Zerubbabel, Jeshua

Purpose: call the people to complete the rebuilding of the temple. After 15 years, temple still in ruins!
Great starters, bad follow through, got side tracked, lost sight of the goal and the word of God.
Also contains prophesies concerning the coming Messiah and the future judgment of the world.

THEMES:
Priorities: busyness; what’s important gets shoved aside
God’s encouragement to us

Our values and priorities are reflected in how we use our resources = time, energy, money,
talents. If we really believe in God, do we put Him on the bottom of our ‘to do’ list?

Matt 6:33 — “Seek first the K.O.G and His righteousness, and all these things will be added unto you.”
What’s important to us now? Are we neglecting the K.O.G.?

What is ‘the work” He’s called you to do in the kingdom?

Are you investing into your “talent”? or are you distracted?

Communion, Community, and Commission.
We must do the follow through = do the work = be on mission
Are your hands willing and available to be used by God for His work?

-In 586 B.C. the temple was destroyed. It was the symbol of God’s presence in Israel.
-In 538 B.C. Cyrus let the Jews go back and rebuild it,

under Zerubbabel (governor) and Jeshua.(high priest)
-But opposition, apathy, lost priorities stopped the progress (see Ezra 4:4-5)

Haggai comes along and says,
“Why are you living in luxurious houses while my house lies in ruins?” (1:4)

The people were more focused on their own needs than doing God’s will, so they suffered because
they did not have the blessing of the Lord on them. (Deut. 28:38-45) They ignored their spiritual life.
Sound familiar?? Are you going through the same?

Then Haggai calls them to action, faith with works — 1:7-8

2:10-19 — Key message: Sinful attitudes, unforgiveness, & maintaining sinful relationships will defile
us. ‘Works’ alone in the temple will not make you right with God and cleanse your sin, only
repentance and obedience does that.

Bottom line: God has claim on our lives and our priorities.
What has God told you to do? Now go, and reorder your priorities, and obey God.
He promises to be with you, and in you, and give you all that you need to complete it.

All quotes and scriptures from:
1. New Living Translation, Life Application Study Bible and commentary
2. New International Version — Celebrate Recovery Bible and commentary



